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Exploration by Western Europe nations.
 	Western Europe countries were among the countries that were active explorers during the discovery age. The discovery age, which is also known as the age of exploration happened between the 15th century and the 17th century (Briney, 2019). Western Europe countries used the sea as a means of transportation as they traveled to discover new trade routes, find wealth, and acquire knowledge. 
	The Portuguese traders where the first people to sail their ships to unknown areas and unmapped routes to find new trading routes outside Europe. The Italians and the Spanish were also explorers, but they only maintained their boats on the mapped routes (Briney, 2019). Most of these planned routes were not far away from the land. Portuguese sailors discovered Madeira Island and the Azores Islands. The Portuguese followed the African cost. The Spanish explored the Caribbean, discovering the island of San Salvador and the island of Hispaniola. The exploration era came to an end when explorers set up permanent residence in the uncovered areas, thus creating a network of communication (Briney, 2019). With the new system of communication, there was no need for traveling by sea to discover new trading routes.
 Exploration had several effects on the non-European countries. One of the notable results was colonization. The West African countries that visited African and American territories established new governance and overthrew the local mode of governance. The increased slave trade was also as a result of Western Europe exploration. The explorers captured slaves from the new lands discovered and shipped them back to their home countries where they could be sold to the firm owners.
The Atlantic triangle
 The Atlantic triangle was a trade route that was used to transport slaves, cash crops and manufactured goods between West Africa, Caribbean/America, and the European colonial powers. The trade route was engineered towards the end of the 16th century by sir John Hawkins (Kelly, 2019). The trade route was used until 1807 when the British Empire abolished it after passing the slave trade act.
 During its operation, the Atlantic triangle trade followed a systematic pattern. Traders from England were manufacturers of rum. The rum would be then transported to the coast of West Africa, where it could be exchanged with slaves. The slave would be carried through the middle passage to the West Indies. On arrival at West Indies, the slaves would be exchanges for molasses and money. The molasses and money would be transported back to England. The molasses would be used to produce high-quality rum (Kelly, 2019). The rum would be transported to Africa, and the process would continue.
 Other goods such as cash crops were also traded in the Atlantic triangle but due to the intensive labor required to produce cash crops, slaves were the main items of trade. The reason this route was chosen was because of the prevailing wind and the patterns of currents in the Atlantic ocean (Kelly, 2019). Traders from western Europe had to sail their ships towards the coast of west Africa (south wards)  once in the coast of west Africa they would head west to the Caribbean with the aid of the ‘trade winds' which were also blowing towards the west. The trip back home would be made more accessible by the winds from the west, which could power their ships.
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